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2026 Pioneer Days Planning Meeting Notes

Date: January 19, 2026
Location: Cle Elum Downtown Association, Joint Meeting Room, 117 W 1st Street, Cle Elum, WA 98922
Format: In-person & Zoom (Password: 98922)
Meeting Time: 10:00 AM
Attendees
In-Person:
· Katy Webb – CEDA, Board of Directors & Promotions
· Maggie Bator – Cle Elum Volunteer Firefighters Association
· Jordan Peterson – Exec Director, CEDA
· Kaylee Thompson – Exec Assistant, CEDA
· Darcy Kelts – Car Show
· James Easterling – Car Show
Online:
· Bev Gonyea – Rotary, Community Volunteer
· Lori Nevin – Director, UKC Senior Center
· Jay Sluman – Community Member, The Martial Arts Center
Key Updates for 2026
· Pioneer Days will be held Saturday, July 4, 2026.
· Planning should start immediately.
Meeting Schedule
· Recurring Meetings: 3rd Monday at 10 AM, Zoom with optional in-person attendance.
Roles & Responsibilities
· CEDA acts as a facilitator/convener for other groups and events.
· CEDA does not manage permitting or execution for other groups’ events.
· Groups can leverage shared resources (e.g., road closures) but must obtain their own permits from City/WSDOT if needed.
Permits & Applications
· City of Cle Elum Event Applications: Due 30–60 days before the event (~May 1, 2026).
· EVENT-APPLICATION-fillable-1.pdf
· Contact: Whitney, City Hall
· Lodging Tax Applications: Can be submitted to Cle Elum City or Kittitas County.
· Contact: Debbie Lee, City of Cle Elum
· Advertising Deadlines:
· Print materials: May 22, 2026
· Online materials: June 12, 2026
Comments / Notes
· Bev Gonyea will reach out to previous sub-event organizers to gauge interest in participation.
· Jordan/Kaylee will provide Bev a list of previous sub-event contacts.
· Lori suggested including a notice in the Tribune to coordinate events.
Pioneer Days Sub-Events & Contacts
	Event
	Contact / Organization
	Notes

	Fireman’s Pioneer Breakfast
	CEFD Association
	

	Fishing Derby
	Kiwanis (Dave Bridgeman)
	

	Theater Production
	Boulet Theater
	

	Pioneer Day Queen Coronation
	
	

	Pioneer Day Queen Meet & Greet
	
	

	Roslyn Riders Family Fun Play Day
	Roslyn Riders
	

	3-on-3 Basketball
	Dru Bru
	

	Rainier Revival
	Mike’s Tavern
	

	Street Fair & Fundraiser
	Cle Elum Eagles
	

	9-hole Putt-Putt Golf
	Dru Bru
	

	Friends of the Carpenter Library Book Sale
	Carpenter Library
	

	Jam Shop Market
	Vaughn Smith
	

	Touch-a-Truck: Military Vehicle
	Jim Hanson
	

	Red Barn Piecemakers Quilt Exhibit
	Quilts of Valor
	

	Open House
	Northern Kittitas Historic Society (Charlene Kauzlarich)
	

	Craft Fair
	Putnam Senior Center
	

	“Boss of the Toss” Cornhole Classic
	Jerred Weis
	

	Sassy Trash Market
	Cyndi Crawford
	Event previously at 1st & Wright; new organizer needed

	Touch-a-Fire Truck
	CEFD
	

	Bocce Ball
	Roslyn/Ronald Heritage Club
	

	Car Show
	James Easterling
	

	Kids Zone
	
	Currently unclaimed

	Local First Responders Street Fair (small)
	Maggie Bator
	

	Downtown Business Promotions & Sidewalk Sales
	CEDA
	



Next Meeting
Date: Monday, February 16, 2026
Time: 10 AM
Format: Zoom
Meeting End time: 10:55AM
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